What became of the Wathaurong People of the Geelong District?

Before 1788

The Earopeans on the first Fleet brought with them diseases which spread to the Geelong District.
When William Buckley started living with the local Wathaurong he noticed that some had small-pox
scars. These people bad survived the disease but how many had died from it? Some think as many as
50% of the population.

About 1803
William Buckiey, the escaped convict , reckoned that there were about 700 men, women and children ai
some of the large gatherings he attended while he lived with the Wathaurong.

1835

When John Batman set up his camp at St. Leonards, one of the members of his group, Andrew Todd,
kept a diary and in it he listed the names of the Wathaurong who were camped near them. Todd’s fall
list contained 78 men women and children.

It is probably not complete, except perhaps for the 28 Beamgali clan on whose land the whites were
camping.

The Beangali 1835:

Warrarick and his two wives Corracarkwingork and Camnawool and seven children,

Burdiganook, Perdawovk, Carkwiniork, Curwellook, Quihnadar, Wondurthiwork and Wondurthon.
Perweit and his two wives Memamer and Barngock and two children Marcamajore and Lajiceurk
Nullambeoit and his wife Coromudgenhul and two children, Mudgentu! and Mordulatuwork
Warrawarrajak and his two wives Corragerrabonook and Corawarrajak and four children
Darrabarbonatwork Woolmabamiss Therrabanook & Warraj

and Banmywalan, an orphen.

1837
Foster Fyans, Geelong Police Magistrate, asked Buckley to gather all the Aboriginal people within a 20
mile radius of Geelong. 297 men, women and children were counted.

1842

Mrs Davenport made a list of the names of all 118 of the Wathaurong living around Geelong.

NAMES OF THE BARRABOOL TRIBE ABOUT 1841 - 1843
From “Letters from Victorian Pioneers’ pp 310- 311. Mrs F.A Davenport, danghter of C_W_Sievwright

who was protector of the Aborigines in this area.

Men:

Mambom Winmurdued Toort kang
Burda-boonook Yamarite Beergaru
Bana-murook Yayboboree Borm-dyon
Yama kamer Woolah Burdaganenk
Kalanyoke Koimot-derg Tarawil (Turkey)
Warawadyang {one cane spear) Dexingbaldyon
Balinmounx Wirdyon Kang-atuk
Badyakano Bamey wulurn Toortaderesny-dyon
Boolbine Tro wernuwil Kanagobermorg
Moorat dong (pain in {foam of waterfall) (large high cap)

(stomach) Tomaneuk (heart) Moordy ngor-ngor
Yoloboyn Tirvermap Kolar (loost)
Neulem-boet Koram Trommeuk {claw of
Tercagubel Neeram-dinang enu’s foot )

(standing up) (long foot) Maan gyrarong
Pulinelti Burda-musrra dook Mooradum



Kanul-woork (young
kangaroo giurf)

"Torang-goork

Balawadorp

Woormadyon

Boys:
Karkain-nieu-murt
Bongagornok
Waraduk (stormy

wind)
Niramying-ying (loud
singing)

Derdernaok (DanDunNeook)

Winma mesma neuk

Women:
Burdghea geurk
Ngurma-ngar-

woreneok
Kora-koradeuk
Yamakorewoork
Toepootynang
Ngalorwing
Eurok-dmang (foot of

iguana)
Boonakboork
Korengewrk
Winya-wae-war
Koimo-moora-goork
La-work
‘Welwor-woork

Girls:
Ngam-yang-myr-
woork
Batkome

Bygoork

From 297 10 118 in 7 years ! i.e. 60% loss.

Tooraghirn
Toorenboas

Wurdy-mura neak

Boolitengel (two
bones)

Tomma-wone

Boonga torni nevk

Toe woork
Titeyur

Titwrwoork
Torort goork
Tirap korameuk
Yilert

Mordaley-dia-woork
Diadong
Bararwoaork

T&Ymgomi

By 1853, there were 17 Wathauroung lefi; nine women, seven men and one child.

The winter camping piace of the Wathaurung was Toolim Real, “The Place of River Red Gums and
Wiry Grass™. It is near Mt. Duneed.
John Armstrong, took up the land this camp was on. Latex it was divided snd some was bought by John
Stewart. A fow acres along the Armstrong Creek were of no valoe to Stewart and this small arca

becamie a refirge for sbout tem of the Wathaurung people.

By 1861 there were seves Indigenous people left in the Geelong area.

There were no children.

They wete moved to one acre of land called the Duneed Aboriginal Land Reserve.'

Tt had a wooden hat for shelier.

They could not sustain themselves on this small area and had to walk into Geelong each day 1o live.

They were not allowed to stay in the town afer sunset.

Dick died in 1862, Ellen in 1864, Jemmy Nelson and Timboo in 1866 and Harry Gore in 1368.

1868. Two remained, Dan Dan Nook and Willem Baa Ni ip.



Dan Dan Nesk was the sole survivor of the Beangali clan listed by Todd (Derdanook) in 1835 and by
Davenport (Derdemook) in 1841-3).

Willem Baa Ni ip was Davenport’s Wormebaneep.
Mmmednmnptsmmﬂmmthemmim!nmucm&ndmm
WMMM-MW&MMSW&MMW&W&M
and past Aboriginal Warden, Thomss Blackwell. They made and traded boomerangs as seen in
Alexander Webb's painting of Yarra sireet in 1872.

Afier Dan Dan Nook, (‘King’ Jerry) died in 1870, Willems Baa Ni ip (King Billy), was alone.
He died in Geelong Hospital on 11th of November 1885.
He was forty-nine years old.

He was buried at the Western Cemetery along with others of the Wathaurung.

These may have been the last indigenous people living in Geelong at that time but there are living
descendants of the Geelong disirict Wathaurung people.

Quotes re Wathasorong:

From Fawkner's Diary

Sunday the 19 of March ... ... ..
founer.mmmﬂnw‘ﬂemﬁomﬂemmmmgiwﬂnm.ofML
Smmtm’stwomann&Gnnﬂ:mahbdngreponedmﬁmbymeofﬂwBMsmh\ﬁngbm
speared to death mhﬂaﬁzﬂlhdaﬂdsothﬂmothmwhomawayhdﬂmhmm
Buckley refused to believe the acct. and affronted Mr. D. and when he told the affair to Mr. Batman
(who was half drunk ) he also said it was flse, this out of spite to M. B. J. Ferguson, Batman is utterly
unfit to hold office here, for he is devoid of Intelligence ... ... ...

Swedary the 15 of May... ... ...
Mr. T.J. [B.).] Ferguson came here this Evening & Slept, says he has found the bones of the men of his

mﬁmeagomwwtedmﬂnﬁmtohavebemﬁhdbythmhmd that they were
so kilted and that the names of the Murderers are, Peewert, Warrsh-reek, Nullans-bad, Bodie-
lodgen, & Bunnee-willan. The place were [where] they where [were] Killed was about % of a mile
East of the Hill called Murrau-duck,and about 6 miles from Alex [7] Hut at Indented Head.

Wm retd with the cart at 5 Minutes to 3 Oclock PM.

Acceunt of the massacre which followed the death of Frasks and his man, Flinders ?

Satwrday the 9 of July
Wutdowntorewivemmoibrkm&Co.ibundthatMr_Gdﬁhandhadbaentnthe?ointinﬂ:eﬂgh

waytbegaodshyabuﬂthcphnehmbeenplundaed & both the men Killed.
Let us hope not, ﬂwyhadﬁ:wm&Asﬂmgparty]eﬁthepnﬁlmHaMtoﬁndwtmeTmﬂnh
this affair Messes Gellibrand, Cottar, Malcolm Young, T. Armytage and others formed the Party.

Sunay 10 of July

Resolved in full meeting that something must be done to protect ourselves, so we enlisted as manry
Natives as would consent to go & agreed to send them out to deal with the Murderers as they think
according to their Rules they should be treated.

Tuesday the 12 of July ... ... ...
The bodies of Mr. Franks and his man were buried this day ... ...

..-'I'tisdayeulmeG{dﬁtnulj.W[edge],G{rey]andZBh:lm,.Dam—&Bai-mﬁmhaemﬂ
picked up Mr Pfitcairjn and also Batmans Party of 3 Sydney & 1 resident Natives and Allex, Mich,
Fmd,Wﬁn&Buﬂymumﬂumedmdpmﬁded.IﬁmisbedeﬁdmAmmAmﬁﬁmﬁrw
party.

Satwrday the 16 of Julyl336. This day the Party —- sent out a few of the Blacks to fall in with them

and the Native Biacks took full satisfaction on the Murdesers & they found sevesal Huts and some of
the Property in in each Hut .






